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The legs are feeble, and not, as might be expected, adapted for
swimming.
The larvae are also similar to those of the genus Carabus, the
abdomen terminating in a pair of cerci, but not having an anal
tube. The adults as well as the larvae spend their lives in cold,
rapid streams, clinging to stones, etc., they being very poor
:i                      swimmers.    Both larvae and adults are presumably carnivorous.
j.'{ f'                          Sharp (1882) has written on this family.
PELOBIID^B (Hygrobiidce).
Head not sunk into prothorax. Antennae bare. Anterior
coxae conical, tibiae and tarsi provided with swimming
hairs.
This is a very small family of one genus, two members of
which are found in Australia, one in Chinese Tibet, and one
jj ' , j                   in Britain.                                                                              :
In general form they resemble the Amphizoidce, but are more
convex and have the head more prominent.
The mouth-parts are of the predaceous type; the head is
free, with prominent eyes. The moderately long legs are
fringed with hairs which assist in swimming, while in the male
the anterior and intermediate tibiae are dilated.
The larvae are of rather curious form, having a large head
bearing predaceous mouth-parts, and a sharply tapering body,
the eighth abdominal segment ending in three long processes.
The adult insect, which is found, like the larva, in ponds and
ditches, has the power of stridulating ; the sound, according to
Darwin, being produced by the tip of the abdomen rubbing on
a file-like structure on the under-side of the elytra.
The species are listed by Zimmermann in the Berlin Catalogue.
The one British species is Pelobius tardus (Fowler), usually sold
in Covent Garden and elsewhere under the name " Squeaker."
HALIPLIDJE.
Antennae ten-jointed, inserted near eyes. Hind coxae
extend into two broad plates covering first three sternites.
This is a small family comprising about 100 species3 the
majority of which are found in temperate regions.